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live it  artistry

Carrie often finds herself in the middle of a tug-
of-war between her creative impulses and her 
business inclinations. She has, however, found 
ways of rebalancing whenever she finds either 
her business or her art taking away from the 
other. After all, Carrie comes from a long line 
of number crunchers and has the “accounting 
gene” working in her favor. She uses her 
Stampin’ Up! reports to keep a close watch on 
her business—her sales, her downline’s activity, 
etc.—so she’ll know when her creative side has 
started to pull her away from business activities.

On the flip side, Carrie makes sure that she 
doesn’t neglect her creative side: she keeps 
swatches of color, sketches, and other ideas 
right on her desk. “It’s like an inspiration book, 
but it’s right in my face. I can’t close it,” she 
explains. When these project ideas and color 
combinations begin to accumulate (to about 
four or five), she knows that she needs to take a 
little time away from the numbers to stamp for 
fun and explore new ideas.

As Carrie embraces all aspects of her Stampin’ 
Up! business, she’s developed a creative style 
to her projects that’s a little hard to pinpoint 
with words like “clean” or “elegant” or any of 
the other ways we describe a person’s style. 
Carrie herself found it hard to put words 
to. “I’ll go through phases with my style,” 
she shares. “I go a lot by my mood; how I’m 
feeling in my life. If I’m feeling cluttered and if 
there’s a lot going on, I find that my creations 
are very clean and simple. If I have an open 
calendar with nothing going on, I find that 
I’m more intricate in my designs.” 

We think of Carrie’s style as “reflective.”  
As Carrie balances her life between creative 
and analytical, her style performs its own 
balancing act, reflecting whatever Carrie 
is feeling. !is results in stamped projects 
that speak to many people on di"erent 
levels, projects to fit any mood and any 
personality—even if you’re more of a 
number-cruncher than a creative type. !

balancing the whole
You’d never guess by looking at her adorable projects that senior 
counselor Carrie Gaskin joined Stampin’ Up! strictly for the 
business opportunity. Initially, she didn’t see paper crafting as a 
hobby or a creative outlet–but we all know the power of stamps, 
card stock, and ink!

CARRIE GASKIN’S style IS PERFECT FOR ANY MOOD

Turn to page 30 for the 
Stampin’ Supplies.



october 2009 11

live it  artistry

For Carrie, card making is not so much about 
what the card looks like as what emotion the 
recipient feels when they receive it. This may 
be one of the reasons her favorite sets are 
often quirky, amusing ones, designed to make 
people smile, like Pun Fun, That’s Funny, and 
Golden Oldies. So, when we saw our pun-
filled Twick or Tweet set in the 2009 Holiday 
Mini Catalog, we knew it was just right for 
Carrie! “It is so stinkin’ cute,” Carrie exclaims. 
“It’s easy to use. And I’ve never been as 
inspired to emboss as I was with this set. Heat 
embossing is a ‘wow’ technique that looks 
fantastic, but I don’t do it very often. This set 
inspired me to emboss as much as possible!”

CARRIE’S CREATIVE FINDS
1  Look at the shapes: The jack-o’-lanterns image is perfect for finishing a “Boo” greeting. 

2   Rather than embossing a black skeleton on white card stock and coloring the dog, 
flip the colors slightly! Heat emboss your skeleton on colored card stock, then color 
the image using a gel pen. “It gives a little different dimension to it,” Carrie shares. 
The dog is embossed and paper-pieced.

3   Don’t color—paper-piece! “You can show your customers that they don’t have to 
necessarily color in [line art images],” Carrie explains. “They can use a different color  
of card stock and paper-piece the image together. It’s an easy technique that’s 
different and fun.”

Carrie was one of the finalists for this year’s Artisan Award!


